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RCW 70.128.175
Definitions.

(1) Unless the context clearly requires otherwise, these definitions shall apply throughout this section and
RCW 35.63.140, 35A.63.149, 36.70.755, 35.22.680, and 36.32.560:

(a) "Adult family home" means a regular family abode in which a person or persons provides personal
care, special care, room, and board to more than one but not more than six adults who are not related by
blood or marriage to the person or persons providing the services.

(b) "Residential care facility" means a facility that cares for at least five, but not more than fifteen
functionally disabled persons, that is not licensed pursuant to chapter 70.128 RCW.

(c) "Department" means the department of social and health services.
(2) An adult family home shall be considered a residential use of property for zoning and public and

private utility rate purposes. Adult family homes shall be a permitted use in all areas zoned for residential or
commercial purposes, including areas zoned for single family dwellings.

[1997 ¢ 392 § 401; 1995 1st sp.s. c 18 § 29; 1989 1stex.s.c 9§ 815]

Notes:
Short title -- Findings -- Construction -- Conflict with federal requirements -- Part headings and
captions not law -- 1997 c 392: See notes following RCW 74.39A.009.

Conflict with federal requirements -- Severability -- Effective date -- 1995 1st sp.s ¢ 18: See notes
following RCW 74.39A.030.

Effective date -- Severability -- 1989 1st ex.s. ¢ 9: See RCW 43.70.910 and 43.70.920.
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RCW 70.128.060
License — Generally.

*** CHANGE IN 2009 *** (SEE 1935-§2.SL) ***

(1) An application for license shall be made to the department upon forms provided by it and shall contain
such information as the department reasonably requires.

(2) Subject to the provisions of this section, the department shall issue a license to an adult family home if
the department finds that the applicant and the home are in compliance with this chapter and the rules
adopted under this chapter, unless (a) the applicant or a person affiliated with the applicant has prior
violations of this chapter relating to the adult family home subject to the application or any other adult family
home, or of any other law regulating residential care facilities within the past five years that resulted in
revocation, suspension, or nonrenewal of a license or contract with the department; or (b) the applicant or a
person affiliated with the applicant has a history of significant noncompliance with federal, state, or local
laws, rules, or regulations relating to the provision of care or services to vulnerable adults or to children. A
person is considered affiliated with an applicant if the person is listed on the license application as a partner,
officer, director, resident manager, or majority owner of the applying entity, or is the spouse of the applicant.

(3) The license fee shall be submitted with the application.

(4) The department shall serve upon the applicant a copy of the decision granting or denying an
application for a license. An applicant shall have the right to contest denial of his or her application for a
license as provided in chapter 34.05 RCW by requesting a hearing in writing within twenty-eight days after
receipt of the notice of denial.

(5) The department shall not issue a license to a provider if the department finds that the provider or
spouse of the provider or any partner, officer, director, managerial employee, or majority owner has a history
of significant noncompliance with federal or state regulations, rules, or laws in providing care or services to
vulnerable adults or to children.

(6) The department shall license an adult family home for the maximum: level of care that the adult family
home may provide. The department shall define, in rule, license levels based upon the education, training,
and caregiving experience of the licensed provider or staff.

(7) The department shall establish, by rule, standards used to license nonresident providers and multiple
facility operators.

(8) The department shall establish, by rule, for multiple facility operators educational standards
substantially equivalent to recognized national certification standards for residential care administrators.

(9) The license fee shall be set at fifty dollars per year for each home. A fifty dollar processing fee shall
also be charged each home when the home is initially licensed.

(10) A provider who receives notification of the department's initiation of a denial, suspension,
nonrenewal, or revocation of an adult family home license may, in lieu of appealing the department's action,
surrender or relinquish the license. The department shall not issue a new license to or contract with the
provider, for the purposes of providing care to vulnerable adults or children, for a period of twenty years
following the surrendering or relinquishment of the former license. The licensing record shall indicate that the
provider relinquished or surrendered the license, without admitting the violations, after receiving notice of the
department's initiation of a denial, suspension, nonrenewal, or revocation of a license.

(11) The department shall establish, by rule, the circumstances requiring a change in the licensed
provider, which include, but are not limited to, a change in ownership or control of the adult family home or
provider, a change in the provider's form of legal organization, such as from sole proprietorship to
partnership or corporation, and a dissolution or merger of the licensed entity with another legal organization.
The new provider is subject to the provisions of this chapter, the rules adopted under this chapter, and other
applicable law. In order to ensure that the safety of residents is not compromised by a change in provider,
the new provider is responsible for correction of all violations that may exist at the time of the new license.

[2004 c 140 § 3; 2001 ¢ 193 § 9; 1995 ¢ 260 § 4; 1989 c 427 § 20.]
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RCW 70.128.007
Purpose.
The purposes of this chapter are to:

(1) Encourage the establishment and maintenance of adult family homes that provide a humane, safe,
and residential home environment for persons with functional limitations who need personal and special
care;

(2) Establish standards for regulating adult family homes that adequately protect residents;

(3) Encourage consumers, families, providers, and the public to become active in assuring their full
participation in development of adult family homes that provide high quality and cost-effective care;

(4) Provide for appropriate care of residents in adult family homes by requiring that each resident have a
care plan that promotes the most appropriate level of physical, mental, and psychosocial well-being
consistent with client choice; and

(5) Accord each resident the right to participate in the development of the care plan and in other major
decisions involving the resident and their care.

[2001 ¢ 319 § 5; 1995 1st sp.s. c 18 § 19; 1989 c 427 § 15.]

Notes:
Conflict with federal requirements -- Severability -- Effective date -- 1995 1st sp.s. c 18: See
notes following RCW 74.39A.030.
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